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in which the vorde are familier end commonly used. How micht 


bhey be lead? dhy $@ Bhar is it that «re *o not refer to 
bo our daily newgsoaner -# conteaicing the "“livine’ vo0rd? 
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Phas equestian. Tne splesis exmervenmer aL ic an isa con eas 
a vehicle for =o oersoneal transformation. The wadzes words 
containsA-iteeen seem to have a power beyond their nornal 


function. They are alive in us at the moment we read them or 


it 
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My first encounter with this aspect of the Living word 
was in gtHaduate school in California. I had been a confirmed 
atheist for many years. Circumstances inte rab ta geke to place 

& “ 
before me the Gosvel of John. I thought, thot®whot ever I read 
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couldn't hurt me% rnd I avvroached the re with something 


akin to sarcastic snearing, «wr Fhen 2c res: 


In the beginning was the Word 

the vord was with God 

and the Word was God, 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him a11 things came to be, 

not one thing hail its being but through hin. 

All tnat came to be had life in hin 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

2 light that darkness could not overnower, i1:i- 
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All my tightly reasgoned arguments out oe impossibility 
of God's existence began to slide aMaAy Sian wie (Gliseevaleis 5 2 
felt that whet I was reading was true xmg at the moment I 
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kqated or 
councen F 
eee] it, TF real furthers: 
The Word was the true Llieht 
that enlichtens o11]1 men; 
and he was comin’ into the world. 


He was in the srorld 
that had its being throuch hin, 


and the world did not known him. 1:9-10 . 
Yet foathe fast Wre 
Yes. I did not know this Word. I entes Se Lemon Nas 08 SE Sig 
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The living’ word had made its first visit into my life. I remember 
vividely ( and this vasover 15 years avo) not beins able 
to out the Gosoel of John down until I rend to the end¥ WT abso 
aemnom ya feeling astonished, sheevist, curious, and bewildered 
about what kusxkhupwenedyy wos hapoening. No otner words 
xSince thakxfirstyvexpertence voP~thexsnvar gg xorvdesun 
that I had read before or after had hnd this effect on me, 


& discussion I woula 


for the nurposesof this evening 
like to divide my encounters with the sosnel into three 
vhases of tm spiritual journey, »althougzh thines never unfold 
ag simnly as this woul? imply.  ilso I will limit myself 
Soe to the Gosnell of Yohn althouch in my ovn 
life the other cogsnels olay equally compelling roles in 
revelation ani the process of personal trensfornation. 
The threes phases will be first, the encounter with Christ; 
second,” tie personal, call to@foldows chrichewand=third, 
the slow and prormressive revelation of the nature of this 


AS @ EMmargke call specific to my own léfewiecunshagw. 


The fifst phase Sown Me ey 


The sayines of Jesus which affected me most 
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at the besinning were those wkhrek:y in which he described 


himself. They all led to a discovery that Lee aren 
ses Comye)le 
God and is God ...a discovery that ee ay sn Gy 


To the woman at the well he seid: 


If you only knew what God is offering 
Bnd Whole hi 1s toate ew seyv inc et omyous 


Give me 4 drink, 


y°u woul? have heen the one to ask, 
and he would have given vou the living Ter. 
WiOBTSar reset aa her 
BR See ® Gre cay 
nut anyone whe drints the water that I shall give 
Wall never be thirsty acain: 
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ra rn into = goring @agide him, vwelline uv to 
eternal Mae 
Lees 
the Living ord is alsa living water: 
See Po , cro jean Cooernaun Jesus gaids: 
‘Iam the living bread whtch has cone town from heaven, 
\nvone who eats this bread vill live forever; 


shall give 


life of 


end the breal that I 


my flesh, worlds” 


ins for the the 


So 
tat the living weter is also living bread. 


aw Fo the Pharisees he said: 


"Iam the gate of the sheepfold. 


Iam the -aate 
I have come so that they may have life 
and have it to dee Fiuda. iD are 


The livine bread is) Sie ibe gate. 
me hs continued eos as to the Pharisees: 
"Tam the good sheoherd: 


the good shevherd is lown his 


one who lays 


for his sheen," 


eu 
The gate is also the good shevherd, 


set Jeo Martha Jesus said: 


"IT am the res :urection, " 11:25-26 
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10:10-11 


The rood ERR RR? 9 y 5 down his life for his sheen is 


himself the ressurection, 
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Churtcbenarafs to Pilates 
"T was born for this, I came into the worlay for 
this: to bear ~itness to the truth; ant all 


who are on the site ofthe truth Listen to my voice," 


19 :37-8 
Viaatly 
“gi a8Bh to Thomashe said y 
" Tam the Way, the Truth an? the Life." 14:6 


hat Christ saia to Thomas, to Pilate, to Martha, to 
the Pharisees, tq the crowah ani to the woman at the well 
Seemed bes be Solas papar Wwene ; 
he sai? tome. If bits yordsas: dead then this oul’ not 
have been vossgible. I listene? to thé words abwwe-sssemieede 
and made the decision to become 3 Vhristian. At that time 
this took the form of joining an established Christian Chure fh, 
It was seven more years before the berinning offwhat Lf 


will cell vhase two of my spiritual journey bverene 
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ae“he first ee seer sex by C.d. 
\. oo . 
Lewis as being “suprised by joy , The second phase would 
probably be equally armen ata charecterized as being 
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suorised hy sorrow. Here ,circimst ances interves® fin such 


9s way that fle main structure and values apes ane were 
gheken to their core. What + had believed wes an ideal 
Chrietian life turnedout to be a false image, or rather 
a very shallow and self serving on This time i turned 
to the Gospel for guidance much as 9s storm weary gitar Salen 
looks.toward’ the sky for some sien of Licht. Mertan, Luther 
Reteans on the day of his assinetion that alipe th fohali\y 
when the nieht ts its darkest that the stars give the strongest 
licht. I found this to be so. The living word seened to 
be revesling itself in a much more profound way. When 
the discivles were in their »oat on theviclentsei they were 
very frightened. Christ came to them and said: 

" It ig I. Do not be afraid." 6:20 


oe fis the storn geasged ent the sea »ecame calm by Christ! 
oretence we anvieties and confusions seemed to pass, out 
only for 2 moment. Then the snestions, the doubts would 


berin to surface. Why am I sufferine? Why did this hap».en 


to me? God must not be coo*., Ane > ears of self nity Wakd 
flow. One day I remenber ragadineChrist's words to Magdeline 


who wag in a state of acute distress outsias the tomb. He 


asked: 
"Joman, why are you weeping?" 20:1 f 
ae tied z ese bane tre nave rchelole wh 
I stonved in front of those -rords sf end tne seemed to stand still 
and demand an inswer. Finally, I eit that I was weeving 


for myself. wexd bhen Christ bé@an to teach meman; 


Lt wees | you , most solemnly, 
unless a wheat erain falls on the eround and dies, 
it remains only a single crain; 
SVE EE Ipeaves, 


itvields a rich harvest. ” 12:24 


The grain of self love must be burried in the grounds 
wees the olant of self love must be vruneds 
To JudasyChri Bees, 
Iam the true vine, 
and my Father is the vinedresser,. 
Svery branch in me that bears no frnit 
he cuts awey, 
and every branch that does bear fruit he vorunes 
to make it besar even more, 
You are oruned already, 
by means of the word that I have svoken to you. 


Make your home in me, as I make mine in you." 15:1- 


Sn Like Judas I was wavering. It wovld be so simple to 


throw awoy the etmrtm Link to Cia st. It was so framile, 
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or at least it se enede- Den rn LAE SR nd ale die 
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or ideolosies.” perhaps I should loo aroun... ee-fhen I reat: 


8Yon JiA not choose me, 
No, I chog@e you; 
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to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit thet will Last; : L546 


hat kind of lasting fruit copld this be, I wondered. ly 
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risine interest in feminism bewan to question the vossibility 
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of Christ as sarvsir, and courss® on “Letzsche voointed to 


in Blien? 
the eventual de-th of Lode toe Tac (el a oe Hee n dT reed: 


I tetl vou oct solenniy, 


Le oe ee a = ep: <=, ‘ 
herore orshan ever was 


% 
a oO “oy 
I an. fo 
bs 
A OP ap iey ees: 5 Pr pal te 1 
4,4 aa ays AAs wet TTF i fas : 
'T are otelan T i ait tPerg Wes 
n? IL belfewe? these cror?*s in soibe of myself, j E 
he liaf ya AnH Pipmed urtheperbhay Jaana oniAs 


1 


myone trno follows me will net be wallkkt*he in the 
he will have the Light of life. 

wee ete conbnued 

“Tt ie true thet I an test ifvine on sy own behalf, 
but my testomy is still velid, 
becouse I ienow 


where I cone# from and uwhere I an going." 7 42-14 


me Io hed made a choice @ai Like Thomes who responded to 
. \ : a 

Christ& words:™Donbt no longer but believe ,I at: WELD 

“ty lord anit my God." 2o- 2¢-30 


Then the slow revelation of the consequences of this decision 
began to occur: 
Christ said: 

i tell “you most solemnly, 

when you were young 

you xut on your own belt 

int walked where you liked; 

but when you grows old 


you will stretch out your ands, 


4 aqmnaho tv ales wilt vt 9a helt arsin? TU, 


an? take you “hers you would rather not mo.” 24:48 


To follow Ghrist means to =O where one is called to xO, 

nd where oné nilans to go, Vith this discovery I wae able 
to say that I wonl4 follow Christ even though I did not 
koow exactly where thie youl’? Lead. The disciples had 

sked Christ: “"Rabbfi...-where do vou live/" And he had 


ansitered them as he was answerine ne: "Come and see." 1; 39 


The Third Phase OP, ge Venawas > Leg yn 


If the first and second phages of the sniritual 


, . : \ , ¢ 
Journey can be characterized as being ‘suprised by joy and 


can be understcod as féma Bobcat ae : pa 17 
teSowe. This vhaseW lasts a lifetime and is a slow and 
continuous revelation of Christ goetelne rl bin lrewesase nao 
through the Holy Snririt. The self is not lost but fulfilled, 
Christ works like peels within bread, like a seed within 
the wdewtd,and is revealed little by little in daily acts 
which transform our relationshin to our neighbor, The 
eatlier call to follow m@wxkrsxax someone outside ourselves 
he comes 

now jg 9a constant reminder to allow that divine presence 
to Live within us. It even more is a constant revelation 
f the same divine oresence within our neighbor. This 
nelignbor is above all the gick, the suffering, the prisoner, 
tke or ac Sk Mother Theresa has put its: Christ in the 
listressing disguise of the poorest of the poor. Our neighbor 
however is equally revesled to us in the deceiving Aisenise 
of the ordinary: our studenta, collesues, fellow commuters, 
business arsocictes Pte Tn is in the cavacity t ali 

ae 3 1 FOC 2s, : 1 is 1 pacity to realize 
Christ in the pergon sitting ne&t to us, that is,that she or 
he is created in the divine image that our capacity to love 
begins to awaken. My own vocation 2° a feminist means that 
I have 9 svecific call to help women to realize this potential 
within Pig eet ag pve votential to effect significant 


social chanre within the boosder Leeda as yocation as a 
mother means thet I have a snecific call to help my two 


we my 
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to discaver their canacities to lo, with the fullness 
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of their bsinad’ Ny vocatisn as a teacher andi writer of 
ilosoohy means that I heva tha ecific call to helo my 
students uncsever throuzh thoneht their eanacities for 


Hy vocation as volunteer at the 


thet I 


to recovnizea 


Full 


Yalliative 


human develaonen 


Zor ries nave a snecific 


the 


sufferins 


reans 


close 


working 


st dying their unique ness 
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within then 


visit 
to the 
the 


dach person through the 


of linly tn] the esridence of 


Soirit 


frienis within their «neasifie CoV nNaAity can giscaver 
% concrete realization of the words “Follow me." jasert —_— > 


In conclusion seme [Do ovoull like to end with more 
living words which sneciricly relate to this third yhase 


of rats Odiritusl journey, ‘vurection Christ 


apoeared several times to nig 


les were filled with joy when they gay 


the Lord, am? he said to then aeeain, 
Peace be with you. 
is the Fathsr sent me, 
so DT am senting you, 


of theta feck in 
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infusioes of the Soirit will mean, where it will leed. 


All we know ts thet it will 4e 9 slow an? steady revelation 


of love, 


‘I sive you 1 new commandnent: 

Lov® one another; 

just as I have loved you, 

you must also love one snother. 

By this love you have for one anotner, 


; naar: a 13:34+5 
everyone wilf know thet you ars my discivles. 
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The thene of leve is r€pveated over an? again durine Christs 


last discourse to hes followers in the Gospel of John. 


; g 1434 
"If you love me you will keeo my commandments.” eso 

= W- xnow the two commandnents of equal force: the first 

is to love God with all our mind, heart, and strength; and 


the second is to love our neighbor ss our self. 


The livine vord then has the power to transforn our 
lives, Far from this tranformation becomi:-e a restraint= 
a it WO the potential vower of totel Libera¥ion of all of 
creation. 

Jesus said: 

" If you make my word your home 

you will indeed be my discioles, 
you will learn the truth 


and tne truth shall make you free," 7331-32 
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